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PROLOGUE

At least some 1,500 years ago humans began to inhabit the area surrounding San Francisco Bay.

One of the region's earliest inhabitants, the Ohlone, for whom considerable ethnographic information
exists, formed at least eight major subdivisions. Each of the groups had "separate languages, as
different from one another as Spanish and English."! Evidently, they had no common name for
themselves, but "the label Costanoan had its roots in Spanish history [the term being taken from
Costafios or coast people] and has long since established itself as a recognized language family."?
More recently, "Ohlone" has been applied to the Costanoan. Descendants of this group tend to
prefer the newer reference.

In those earlier times, however, when the people had no commonly accepted single name, language,
custom, and outer appearance nonetheless reflected their ties. In the last mentioned category, men
and boys commonly went about naked while a grass or tule apron, which covered the front and back
below the waist, constituted the clothing for women. When the weather dictated, capes or cloaks
fashioned from water fowl feathers or from deer, rabbit, or sea-mammal skins provided protection.3
Even mud occasionally served "as insulation from the cold.....*

The Ohlone regularly walked barefoot and without head coverings, except on ceremonial occasions.

Paint and tattoos provided decoration and clan affiliation, the former applied in patterns that made it
appear as if the people wore striped tights as can be seen in the early 19th-century paintings by Louis
Choris. Pierced ears could be adorned with beads, feathers, flowers, or grass while pierced nasal
septums might hold a small bone, although the custom was not universal and seemed to apply only to
men. Both sexes often added necklaces of beads, feathers, and shells (abalone and olivella) to their
wardrobe.

For shelter, poles bent into a conical shape and covered in brush or tule sufficed. Occasionally, split
redwood or redwood bark constituted the basic construction material. The building of balsas was
another use for tule. Double-blade paddles moved these fight craft through the water.

These people produced other items as well. Baskets, frequently embellished with beads, feathers,
and mother-of-pearl were typical. Wild onion or soap-plant root brushes, mollusk shell spoons,

! Kathryn M. Lang, "Golden Gate National Recreation Area: The Indian and Hispanic Heritage of a Modem Urban Park™
(typescript, National Park Service, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 1979), 3.

2 Ibid., 7.

% An early Franciscan missionary noted many of the Costanoan men were bald and bearded and made "a habit of pulling
out the hair of their eyebrows by the roots...... The same source also mentioned observing capes of beaver skins and pelican
feathers for the men and "plaited tules® skirts for the women, "for very few skins of animals are seen among them." Herbert
Eugene Bolton, ed., Historical Memoirs of New California by Fray Francisco Pal6u, 0-F.M. (Berkeley, Calif.: University
of California Press, 1926), vol. 1V, 121.

4 Lang, "Golden Gate National Recreation Area," 11.



wooden stirring paddles, and various stone implements made many daily chores possible. Both self-
bows and sinew-backed versions launched arrows with bone and stone tips.

As with other material things, the Ohlone depended on nearby natural resources for food. The
ubiquitous acorn, available from several types of five oak, served as the basis for flour to make mush
and aform of bread. Other seeds could be roasted and ground into meal too, with chia, digger pine,
and holly-leaf cherry offering other forms of subsistence, and which, according to the early
missionary, Francisco Pal6u, could be made into "a sort of dumpling, ball-shaped and the size of an
orange, which was very rich and savory, like toasted al monds."® Strawberries, manzanita berries, and
the Christmas or toyon berry offered other treats in season. Roots, including "amole" (soap-plant
root or Chlorogalum), along with wild carrots, onions, and the herb chuchupate, could be obtained
too.

Besides plant matter, dog, grizzly bear, mole, mountain lion, mouse, rabbit, raccoon, skunk, and
squirrel could be taken on land, with snares serving to catch the smaller creatures. The Ohlone
likewise hunted deer and did so with deer head masks as disguises. They took seals too, although the
means of hunting these mammals is uncertain. Quail, hawks, doves, ducks, and geese could be had
with nets and traps, depending on the type of bird. Nets also brought in sturgeon and salmon.
Shellfish, most notably abalone, clams, and mussels, offered fine fare when gathered from December
through April when they were safe to consume. Shark, swordfish, and other saltwater species may
have been killed with spears or taken by hook and line. Occasionally, when a whale washed ashore,
the Ohlone held afeast of this specialy prized meat.

The Ohlone considered certain food taboo for new mothers who therefore abstained from meat, fish,
salt, and cold water for a number of days after giving birth. As young adolescents, females observed
these same dietary restrictions. Evidently, they observed some sort of puberty rite too, while males
celebrated their entry into manhood by induction into a"datura’ society.

Once of age, a young man might take a wife. He and his relatives provided a gift to the bride's
family. Then, the couple started their life together with no further formalities. Padre Pal6u observed
many of the couples living "in the most perfect union and peacefulness, loving their children dearly,
as the children their parents."’ In the event two people chose to end a relationship, they simply
separated. Evidently, the children remained with the wife.

° Robert F. Heizer and Adan E. Treganza, Mines and Quarries of the Indians of California (Ramona, Calif.: Ballena Press,
1972), provides more details about sources of materials for stone implement making.

6 Fray Francisco Paléu, “The Founding of the Presidio and Mission of Our Father St. Francis,” George Ezra Dane, trans.
X1V California Historical Society Quarterly no. 2 (June 1935): 119.

! Paldu, “The Founding of the Presidio,” 120. Pal6u was not the only missionary to provide important commentary about
early Californialndians. Many of the other padres did so, as found in Maynard Geiger and Clement W. Meighan, Asthe
Padres Saw Them: California Indian Life and Customs as Reported by the Franciscan Missionaries 1813-1815 (Santa
Barbara, Cadlif.: Santa Barbara Mission Archives, 1976).



In the main, the Ohlone made contact with Europeans in the late 18th century and soon thereafter
provided the population required for the establishment of several Spanish missions founded to the
south of the Golden Gate.? They also served as a labor force for the Hispanic military who came to
the region in 1776. This contact ultimately contributed to the rapid and widespread decline of the
people who first ranged over the San Francisco Peninsula as disease and other factors led to the
devastation of this Native American group's once vital culture.’

8 The northern Ohlone could be found at Missions San Francisco Assis, San Jose, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz, and the
southern Ohlone made up the main numbers at San Juan Bautista, Soledad, and San Carlos. Here, as elsewhere throughout
New Spain, the mission, a key colonia institution sanctioned by the Spanish sovereigns to dea with the native people, "had
three fundamental purposes. They desired to convert him, to civilize him, and to exploit him." Herbert Eugene Bolton, "The
Mission as a Frontier Institution in the Spanish American Colonies,”" as reprinted in John Francis Bannon, ed., Bolton and the
Spanish Borderlands (Norman, Okla.: University of Oklahoma Press, 1974), 190. For more on certain aspects of native
activities at this combined religious and civil complex see Edith Buckland Webb, Indian Life at the Old Missions (Los
Angeles, Cdlif.: Warren F. Lewis, Publisher, 1952).

® For further information on the Ohlone consult Malcolm Margolin, The Ohlone Way: Indian Life in the San Francisco-
Monterey Bay Area (Berkeley, Calif.: Heyday Books, 1978) and Richard Levy, "Costanoan,” in Handbook of North
American Indians, vol. VIII, California, Robert F. Heizer, ed. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1978), 485-95.
Also see Robert F. Heizer Karen M. Nissen, and Edward D. Castillo, California Indian History: A Classified and Annotated
Guide to Source Materials (Ramona, Calif.: Ballena Press, 1975), for additional references.



CHAPTER 1
CERTAIN SIGN OF DEFENSE, 1769-1790

For some seven centuries the Iberian Peninsula witnessed a long struggle between Christians and
Mosems, which ended with Granadas fal in 1492. The victorious Catholic monarchs, Ferdinand and
Isabella, not only presided over the conclusion of this fina period of the reconquista but also became the
rulers of one of Europes first modern nation-states. From this power base, they sent out explorers,
including the bold mariner Christopher Columbus, in search of new lands and converts to Christianity. By
the 16th century, Spanish conquistadores ranged wide and far in the "New World," carrying the cross of
their religion in one hand and the sword of their sovereign in the other.

In the Caribbean, the Floridas, Mexico, Peru, and what was to become the American Southwest, the
Spaniards established a far-flung empire that eventually ran from the tip of Tierra del Fuego to modern
Canada.™® One of the last regions to come under their influence was Alta California. Beginning with the
1542 voyage of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo's two small ships up the Pacific coast, Spain's leaders set in
motion the dow process of exploration of the area.

Others continued to report from out to sea about this uncharted territory. Not al these ships flew Spain's
ensign. For one, Francis Drake would put ashore to repair his vessel during the summer of 1579. Some of
the Manila galleons dso would sail off the coadt, including those of Francisco de Gai (1584) and
Sebastian Rodriguez Cermefio (1595). In 1602, after severa rather haphazard efforts, the government sent
out Sebadtian Visciano to make a concentrated exploration from Cabo San Lucas to Cabo de Mendocino
and beyond. Having convinced his superiors of the efficacy of such a voyage, Visciano received
ingtructions to carry out his plan. On May 5, 1602, his three ships, San Diego, Santo Tomas, and Tres
Reyes, left Mexico. By early November, the flotilla rode at anchor in a port that they named in honor of
San Diego. Then, in mid-December, they continued north to Monterey. The subsequent reports
exaggerated the size and nature of this harbor and caused no little confusion for future expeditions.™

Infact, in 1769, another group of Spanish explorers paid the price for this less-than-accurate description of
Monterey. In that year, the government finally took steps to colonize the coast. New Spain's visitador-
general, José de Gavez, sought a means to increase the crown's revenues.’? Likewise, he advocated a
drengthening of defenses against the British and Russians, whose ships plied Pacific waters prior to
establishing outposts in Alaska and Canada. To these ends, and out of his own politica ambitions, the
forceful Andalusian induced the viceroy (literally vice king) in Mexico City, the Marqués Francisco de

10. J. Leitch Wright, Jr., Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in North America (Athens, Ga.: University of Georgia Press, 1971), 1-10.

11. Charles E. Chapman, A History of California: The Spanish Period (New York, N.Y.: The Macmillan Company, 1936), 97-
171, provides a useful overview of these early maritime activities related to Alta California. For further information aso consult
Harry Kelsey, Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo (San Marino, Cdif.: Huntington Library, 1986) and W. Michagl Mathes, Visciano and
Fpanish Expansion in the Pacific Ocean, 1580-1630 (San Francisco, Calif.: California Historical Society, 1968).

12. Thelast and perhaps greatest of the visitadores, or inspectors general, sent out from Madrid, Galvez arrived in New Spainin
July 1765 and retained his position until 1771. For further information about the influential and powerful colonial administrator
consult Herbert Ingram Priestly, José de Gélvez, Visitor General of New Spain, 1765-1771 (Berkeley, Calif.: University of
Cadlifornia Press, 1916) and Iris Wilson Engstrand, " José de Galvez After 200

Years: A Retrospective View," in Some California Catholic Reminiscences for the United Sates Bicentennial (New Haven,
Conn.: Published for the California Catholic Conference of the Knights of Columbus, 1976), 153-63.



Croix, a colonid official of French descent, to order settlements at San Diego and Monterey.13 Gélvez
selected fellow peninsular (see the glossary for adefinition of this and other terms related to ethnicity) Don
Gaspar de Portold, then serving as governor of Baja Cdlifornia, to lead the undertaking.™* On July 14,
1769, after establishing a precarious hold in San Diego, Portola took a smaller party north in search of
Monterey. Overshooting this mark, partialy because Visciano had described the place so differently, they
proceeded much farther, halting south of San Francisco Bay. An advance party under Sergeant José Ortega,
a criollo born in Guangjuato in centra Mexico who would be destined to serve at the garrisons of San
Diego, Monterey, and Santa Barbara during his career, reported that they had seen abrazo del mar (an arm
of the sea) and could make no further advance since this great body of water was "a chest with many
locks' that blocked their way."> While it is not certain that Ortega's group actually spied the strait that
forms the entrance to today's San Francisco Bay and that now bears the name the Golden Gate, the men
probably were among the first Europeans to look on the waters of the bay. Regardless of who actually
"discovered" the prize, this chance sighting inspired other expeditions sent by the crown in order to
ascertain more about the potential of the great "harbor of harbors."*

The first of these endeavors came in 1770, when Don Pedro Fages, a former member of Portolds
command, took it upon himself to forge aland route to the "Port of San Francisco."!” Leaving Monterey on

13. Carlos Francisco de Croix, a knight of the order of Calatrava and a lieutenant general of the royal army, spent fifty yearsin
the uniform of the Spanish military. On August 25, 1766, he became the 45th viceroy of New Spain. He retained this post until
September 22, 1771, when he returned to Spain as a captain-genera and viceroy of the Kingdom of Valencia. The Marqués died
at the age of 87, in 1786. Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Mexico, 1600-1803 vol. 111 (San Francisco, Calif.: A. L. Bancroft &
Company, Publishers, 1883), 368-70.

14. Born around 1717 in Balaguer, a Catalonian city in the province of Lérida, Portola would come to Mexico as a captain of the
Regiment of Dragoons of New Spain. Thiswas in the year 1764. By 1767, he assumed the governorship of Bagja California, then
took on the post of military commander of the Alta California colonizing expedition. Having completed this assignment, he left
Pedro Fages as military comandante, sailing away aboard San Antonio on July 9, 1770. By 1777 with the rank of lieutenant
colonel, he became governor of Puebla. In 1785, he returned to Spain, where he died on October 10, 1786. Hubert Howe
Bancroft, History of California vol. | (San Francisco, Calif.: A.L. Bancroft & Company, Publishers, 1884), 171-72 and Donald A.
Nuttall, "The Gobernantes of Spanish Upper California: A Profile," LI California Historical Quarterly no. 3 (Fall 1972): 265-67.

15. Ortegas summary, made in February 1770, can be found in the Marcellino da Civezza Callection, bundle 203, docket 12
(University of Arizona Library, Tucson, University of Arizona microfilm 305). For an English trandation of this account see
Bolton, Historical Memoirs of New California, 1V, 286-91.

16. For more on the topic of who deserved credit for locating the bay's entrance consult Theodore E. Treutlein, San Francisco
Bay: Discovery and Colonization, 1769-1776 (San Francisco, Calif.: Cdlifornia Historica Society, 1968) and Frank M. Stanger
and Alan K. Brown, Who Discovered the Golden Gate: The Explorers Own Accounts (San Mateo, Cdlif.: San Mateo County
Historical Society, 1969). It also should be noted that the Spanish had applied the term San Francisco to present-day Drake's Bay
since Cermeno's time and continued to do so until about 1775 when they used that name to identify the great estuary spied by the
various land expeditions between 1769 and 1774. Brown, Who Discovered the Golden Gate, 10, 24-25.

17. Borninthe Villa de Guizonain the early 1730s, Fages entered the Light Infantry of Catalonia as an ensign in June 1762. He
saw his first action in Portugal, a campaign which both Portola and Felipe de Neve participated in before their service in the
Cdlifornias. After this introduction to the profession of arms as part of the Seven Years War, Fages remained in quiet garrison
service in the Old World until May 12, 1767, when as a newly promoted lieutenant, he received orders to accompany the
Compania Franca de \Voluntarios de Catal ufia to Mexico. Departing later that month in two ships, the entire force sailed for Vera
Cruz. After landing, Fages and his men served in Mexico, until being called to take a detail to Alta California. When Portola
departed, Fages assumed leadership from his post at Monterey. He remained in control from July 1770 through May 1774, most
of which time he spent in conflict with Padre Junipero Serra.

Returning as a captain to Mexico, he prepared his Noticia del Estado que Guardan Las Misiones de Monterey y California,
thereby establishing himself as one of the first authors to write extensively on the region. By 1776, Fages took command of the



November 17, 1770, Fages and a handful of lancers, along with some muleteers, rode forth to the Santa
Clara Vdley. From there, they went east, encamping near the present city of Alameda. By November 28,
the men viewed a large bocana or estuary mouth. Not being able to cross to Punta de los Reyes, Fages
halted, then made hisway back to Monterey.™

Not until March 1772 did he again turn his efforts toward the north. Once more, Fages took six soldiers, a
muleteer, an Indian servant, and the Majorcan-born Fray Juan Crespi to gain a clearer understanding of the
port."® From the east bay they saw the Farallons and three islets within the harbor that someday would be
known as Alcatraz, Angel Island, and Yerba Buena® Armed with this added intelligence, Fages's party
concluded itsjourney with areport and chart that prompted additional interest in the region.

For one, Fray Junipero Serra pressed for the establishment of two more missions in the vicinity of what
came to be called the Port of San Francisco.”* He personally pled his case with the new viceroy, Antonio
Bucareli y Urstia® Bucareli championed Serra's cause, relieving Fages and replacing him with Captain

Second Company of Catalonian Volunteers, then stationed in Guadalgjara. Later, he participated in a number of campaigns and
assignments. In 1782, as part of a punitive expedition related to the Yuma uprising, in which his compatriot Fernando Riveray
Moncada died, Fages left New Spain and then came back to California. In 1783, he replaced Neve as governor, a post he held
until April 16, 1791. Now as a colonel, Fages proceeded to Mexico City where he lived out his final years until passing away in
1794. Donad A. Nuttall, "Lights Cast Upon Shadows: The Non-California Years of Don Pedro Fages," LVI California Historical
Society Quarterly no. 3 (Fall 1977): 251-69 and Ronald J. lves, ed., "From Pictic to San Gabriel in 1782: The Journey of Don
Pedro Fages," 1V Journal of Arizona History no. 4 (Winter 1968): 222-44.

18. Herbert Eugene Bolton, "Diary of Pedro Fages, Exploration to San Francisco Bay in 1770," 11 Publication of the Academy of
Pacific Coast History no. 3 (July 1911): 141-59.

19. Crespi numbered among severa of Junipero Serras faithful students who accompanied their mentor to Mexico as a
missionary. Born on March 1, 1721, he would be ordained as a Franciscan some 25 years later. Fray Crespi came overland with
Fernando Riveray Moncada's party, reaching San Diego on May 14, 1769, and accompanied Portol&'s expedition to the vicinity
of San Francisco during October of that year. He served at severa Alta California missions, including San Carlos in Carmel,
where he died on January 1, 1782. Dan L. Thrapp, Encyclopedia of Frontier Biography vol. | (Glendale, Calif.: The Arthur H.
Clark Company, 1988), 344.

20. Herbert E. Bolton, ed., Fray Juan Crespi, Missionary Explorer on the Pacific Coast, 1769-1774 (Berkeley, Calif.: University
of California Press, 1927), 280-89.

21. Baptized Miguel José Serrain his native Petra, Majorca, this extraordinary man entered the Franciscan order at Palma, on
September 14, 1730, just two months before his 17th birthday. He selected "Junipero” as his religious name in honor of St
Francis of Assis's companion. Ordained in December 1738, he spent the next 11 years in his native land before sailing for New
Spain on April 13, 1749. He remained in Mexico until 1767, when the expulsion of the Society of Jesus from the New World
brought Serra an appointment as the head of the 15 former Jesuit missions in Bgja California. Soon, he took on the task of
expanding this chain into Alta California, arriving in July 1, 1769, with Portold's party at San Diego. There he began the first of
21 missions destined to be established along the Camino Real (the "roya road" which Spanish authorities established as the
coastal trail in Alta California). During hisyears of service in Alta Cdifornia, Serratraveled to San Francisco four times. He died
on August 28, 1784, after thirty-five years of labor as a missionary. For further details consult Maynard J. Geiger's two works,
The Life of Fray Junipero Serra, O.F.M. (Washington, D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1919) 2 vals.,, and Fray
Paldu's Life of Junipero Serra (Washington, D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1955). Also see Geiger,
Franciscan Missionaries in Hispanic California, 1769-1848 (San Marino, Calif.: Huntington Library, 1969), 174-80, for a brief
overview on thisimportant individua'slife.

22. The 46th viceroy of New Spain, Antonio Bucareli y Urslia, held the rank of lieutenant general of the roya armies. A native
of Sevillaand related to nobility in both Spain and Italy, Bucareli served in many European campaigns before becoming viceroy
in 1771. He assumed this post on September 22, and remained in this position until his death on April 9, 1779. One authority
clamsthat "The term of his rule was the happiest that New Spain experienced.” Bancroft, History of Mexico: 1600-1803, val. 111,
370-72.



Fernando Xavier de Riveray Moncada as military commandant of Alta California®

Charged with another survey of the "Port and River of San Francisco,” Rivera commanded 16 lancers, a
muleteer, two servants, and one priest, another native of Mgjorca, Fray Francisco Pal6u.® The 21 riders
left Monterey on November 23, 1774. By December 4, they halted at "a long lake ending down at the
shore" (now Lake Merced in the southwestern part of San Francisco). Rivera continued on with Paléu and
four troopers until they reached either what now is called Land's End or perhaps present-day Point Lobos,
whge they set up a cross. The next day they headed home, making their way to Monterey by December
13.

Now Viceroy Bucardi turned to the intrepid Captain Juan Agustin Bautista de Anza, who long had dreamt
of an overland route to the West Coast from Sonora.® In 1772, Anza made known his thoughts to Bucardli.

23. Riveray Moncada was born near Compostela, Mexico, around 1710 or 1711. He would become an officer in the presidial
forces. He spent more than a decade in Bgja California before transferring in 1769 to Alta California where he played an
important but often overlooked part in the Portola expedition. He proved difficult to deal with for both Fray Serra and Juan
Bautista de Anza. Riveras abrasive nature partially accounted for his relocation to the ill-fated Colorado settlements where he
was killed in the Yuma uprising of July 17, 1781. For additiona details read Ernest J. Burrus, "Riveray Moncada, Explorer and
Military Commander in Both Californias, in Light of His Diary and Other Contemporary Documents," L The Hispanic American
Historical Review no. 4 (November 1970): 682-92 and Nuttall, "The Gobernantes': 270-71.

24. Born on January 22, 1772, at PAmaon the Balearic Idand of Mgjorca, Fray Francisco Paléu arrived in the New World some
37 years later, dlong with his mentor, Father Serra. For further details on thisinfluential early chronicler of California see Geiger,
Franciscan Missionaries, 174-80.

25. Palou's account of the expedition is found in Bolton, Historical Memoirs of New California, vol. I11, 249-307 and Herbert
Eugene Bolton, ed., Anza's California Expeditions (Berkeley, Calif.: University of California, 1930), val. I1,

393-456. Riveras journa is located in the Archivo General de Indias (hereafter referred to as AGI), Audiencia de Guadalgjara
514 (reel 614/2-24, Bancroft Library microfilm) and the Archivo General de la Nacion (hereafter referred to as AGN),
Correspondencia de los Virreyes, ser. |, tomo 67 (reel 31, ff. 42-53, Bancroft Library).

26. Bornin 1735 at the Presidio of Fronterasin Sonora, Mexico, Anza literally grew up in the army. Anza's grandfather spent 30
years on the northern frontier of Mexico as a soldier. Anza's father rose to command Fronteras as well as to serve as acting
governor of Sonora. The son would inherit both an interest in the military and a desire to forge a path to California from his
father. Anza joined the colonial military as a volunteer in 1752. By 1755, he held a lieutenancy. Three years later, he fought the
Apaches along the Gila, then earned his captaincy and became the commander of the Presidio of Tubac, in present-day southern
Arizona. With his new promotion, Anza soon left his bachelorhood behind, marrying Dofia Ana Maria Pérez Serrano on June 24,
1761. A hdf decade later, he again fought the Apaches and from 1768 through 1771 he campaigned rigorously in Sonora. This
record and Bucareli's desire to colonize San Francisco, made Anzaalogical choice for various Cdifornia assgnments.

For his success on the first expedition to Alta California, Anza became a lieutenant colonedl. Upon his completion of the Second
Expedition, the crown rewarded Anza with the rank of colonel of cavary and transferred him to New Mexico where he became
governor. He held this post until 1787, when he fell into disfavor. He received a transfer to Arizpe thereafter and died there on
December 19, 1788, as the provisional commander of armed forces and nominal comandante of the Presidio of Tucson. For
further information on the life of this able frontiersman consult J. N. Bowman and Robert F. Heizer, Anza and the Northwest
Frontier of New Spain (Los Angeles, Calif.: Southwest Museum, 1967); Alfred Barnaby Thomas, Forgotten Frontiers: A Sudy
of the Spanish Indian Policy of Don Juan Bautista de Anza Governor of New Mexico 1777-1787 (Norman, Okla.: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1969), and Henry F. Dobyns, Spanish Colonial Tucson: A Demographic History (Tucson, Ariz.: University of
Arizona Press, 1976), 95. Manuel P. Servin, "Californias Hispanic Heritage: A View Into the Spanish Myth," XI1X San Diego
History no. 1 (Winter 1973): 3 speculates, Anza "was in al probability a mestizo...." If this were so, his mixed blood did not hold
Anza back from advancement through most of his distinguished career as might have seemed the case in the caste-conscious
Spanish colonia society of the era. In this article, Servin makes the point that, "Mexican mixed bloods, in addition to being the
pioneer soldier-settlers who garrisoned presidios, guarded missions, carried the mail, erected buildings, farmed, and even took
care of flocks, soon became the main source of 'Spanish' population for securing the territory" of today's Cdifornia. They, and
not the peninsulares or criollos, formed the mainstay of the gente de razon, in Servin's estimation. Navarro Garcia, Don José de
Galvez y la comandancia general de las provincias internas del norte de Nueva Espafia (Sevilla: Publicaciones de la Escuela de



The viceroy granted him permission to take 20 soldados to Alta California. On January 8, 1774, Anzarode
forth to demonstrate that he could tackle the task. Months later, on May 26, he returned to his starting point
in today's Arizona, thereby successfully proving the merit of his proposal. The pleased viceroy recognized
theimportance of Anzas accomplishment. He instructed Anza to head a Second Expedition "by way of the
Colorado and Gila rivers' in order to establish missions in the area and to provide "in that port [San
Francisco] acertain sign of defenseto indicate that it belongs to his Majesty."’

To carry out his assgnment, Anza gathered colonists for another westward trek. Anza went about
recruiting in the Sinaloan town of Culiacdn and the Sonoran Presidio of Horcasitas where he gathered
supplies and settlers. One of those who heeded the summons recalled that nearly each and every one had to
be induced to leave his previous home for the uncertainty of anew one:

Itis, | presume, that practically everyone in this group has some ulterior motive for being here.
Many, undoubtedly, are running away from some horrendous situation. Also, the fact that the
government has offered good money and land, in order to attract people to become part of this
enterprise, is sufficient reason for others. Otherwise, who would leave the comfort and security
of acivilized lifein Sonorato travel hundreds of leagues loaded with hardships every moment of
days and nights unless there was some more desirable reward?”

By May 1775, Anzatook his hopeful flock northward from Mexico for the first leg of the journey. Passing
through Apache country, his party arrived a San Ygnacio de Tubac. There, the caravan made its fina
preparations for the journey to Alta Caifornia.

In the meantime, 30-year-old Juan Manuel de Ayala played another role in preparing the way for Spanish
settlement in northern California®® As the skipper of the packet San Carlos, aso called Toison de Oro
(Golden Fleece), Ayaa sailed from San Blas with supplies for the proposed colony.® His other duties
included the charting of the bay and its shoreline, and ascertaining whether a navigable passage existed to
the inland waterway from the sea. Finally, Ayala sought to learn whether a port could be established there.
On August 4, 1775, San Carlos arrived just outside the present day Golden Gate. The next morning, Ayaa
sent his first pilot, José de Cafiizares, into the harbor with a Iongboat.31 That evening he followed,

Estudios Hispano-Americano, 1964), 124-26 concludes that one-haf of the population of 89,000 in Sonora were Indians and "the
rest largely mestizo." For more on the subject within Californiaread Alexander Avilez, Population Increases into Alta California
in the Spanish Period, 1769-1821 (San Francisco, Calif.: R and E Associates, 1974).
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28. Antonio Rosario Ortiz, San Francisco Begins, 1776: The Bicentennial Diary of How it All Began, ed., Parker L. Johnstone
(Burlingame, Cdlif.: Mission Publishers, 1976), 32.

29. Arriving from Spain in 1775 to report for duty in San Blas de Nayarit on the west coast of Mexico, Ayda was one of six
naval officers dispatched by Madrid in that year. He conducted a number of explorations and supply cruises through the 1780s,
when he transferred to the Philippines. Michael E. Thurman, The Naval Department of San Blas: New Spain's Bastion for Alta
California and Nootka 1767 to 1798 (Glendale, Calif.: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1967), 26, 150, and 161.

30. For further information about this craft, "San Carlos, 1775-1975: The First European Ship to Enter San Francisco Bay," Sea
Letter of the San Francisco Maritime Museum (Summer 1975) is recommended reading.

31. Referred to by Padre Serra as the "young inexperienced Cafiizares,” this man nevertheless compiled a distinguished record
as amariner and cartographer. Hefirst arrived in San Blas in 1769, accompanying the original expedition to establish San Diego
and Monterey. By 1774, he commanded Principe. During the following year he sailed under Ayala, and made a chart of the Bay
Area. In 1776, he returned and helped lay out the Presidio of San Francisco. During 1777, he received a promotion to piloto first-



anchoring somewhere near what became North Beach. During the next 44 days Ayala and Cafiizares
completed a thorough reconnaissance before heading back to Monterey on September 18. (See figure 1.)
Shortly thereafter, Ayala enthusiastically reported the fine harbor presented "a beautiful fitness, and it has
no lack of good drinking water and plenty of firewood and ballast.” He also concluded that it possessed a
healthful climate and "docile natives lived there."*

Now, al stood ready for the long-awaited colonization. Anzas assembled 240 souls and 1,000 head of
domestic stock ventured forth from Tubac, just over a month after Ayalas departure from San Francisco,
leaving on October 23, 1775. Despite the arduous passage, the rugged men, women, and children reached
Monterey on March 10, 1776. On March 23, 1776, Anza left his weary fellow sojourners at this location
and took an advance party from Monterey to select the new outpost of the empire.

class. Two years later, he went with Juan Francisco Bodegay Quadrain Favorita to survey the Northwest Coast and evidently
remained active until his death in 1802. Thurman, The Naval Department of San Blas, 150 and 200.

32. John Galvi